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Get active

A look at activism groups
taking shape on campus
and their efforts to make a
difference. page 1B
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Pension passes
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House passes bill that
aims to solve a $26 billion
shortage in money for
retirees. page 3A

▼

Up to code

The Student Government
Association approves rules
for the coming election
that ban candidates from
the use of Facebook and
MySpace to campaign.
page 5A

▼
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UPCOMING
On Thursday

A look at how crime rates
at Western compare with
those at campuses across
the country.

▼

ONLINE

E-mail us at
investigate@chherald.com
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ATTORNEY GENERAL:

January 25
Board of Regents met and had a
closed session during which Athletic
Director Wood Selig briefed the
board on the firing of the men’s soccer coach as a result of the cut of
the men’s soccer program.

February 5
Herald filed a complaint with
Board of Regents Chairwoman
Lois Gray, claiming the board violated the Open Meetings Act.

February 1
Men’s soccer program cut is
announced.

February 8
Gray denied the complaint maintaining that the discussion was
appropriate according to open
meetings exceptions.

February 11
Herald attorney Jeremy Rogers
appealed the board decision to
Attorney General Jack Conway.
February 13
Western attorney Scott
Laugenberg wrote the attorney
general in response to the
Herald’s appeal.

Visual Voice

Multimedia, slideshows,
photo galleries & more.
www.chherald.com

Thursday, February 28, 2008
Volume 83, Number 37
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

WKU’s first
doctorate
program
approved
EMILY ULBER
Herald reporter

Jazz it up
Western students
look to popularize
jazz. page 6A
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February 26
Conway sends back a decision
ruling on behalf of the Herald
that the board violated the Open
Meetings Act.

Regents’
closed
session
illegal
HOLLY BROWN
Herald reporter
The Board of Regents violated the Open Meetings
Act when it allowed a discussion of the men’s soccer
program in a closed meeting, Attorney General Jack
Conway ruled yesterday.
The importance of the decision is that it will cause
the board to follow open meetings laws more strictly,
said Jeremy Rogers of Dinsmore and Shohl, LLP, the
attorney representing the Herald through the Kentucky
Press Association.
“Because there was no decision made in the closed
meeting, there’s nothing to re-do or undo,” Rogers
said. “It’s a matter of putting the board on notice that
the Herald does take open meeting laws seriously.”
The Herald filed a complaint with Conway on Feb.
11 stating the board misused an open meetings exception at its last meeting.
While in closed session during its Jan. 25 meeting,
Athletics Director Wood Selig briefed the board on the
decision to fire men’s soccer coach David Holmes as
a result of the decision to eliminate the men’s soccer
program.

See REGENTS,

page
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Goodbye, Lake Wallace. A fixed
drainage problem in the drop-off area
between Bemis Lawrence Hall and the
Preston Center will mark the end of the
large puddle.
Work to alleviate flooding on that area
starts next week.
The project will cost around $95,000,
senior project manager Ben Johnson said.
The existing city storm sewer system is
just a holding system, said Doug Ault, director of planning, design and construction.
Intense rains overwhelm the capacity
of that area.
“You can’t park there when there’s
water there,” said Ginny Griffin, operations manager for parking services.
It’s a muddy mess after rainfalls, she
said.
The area is used as a drop-off and
pickup spot for things taken in and out of
Tate Page Hall and Preston.
People also get dropped off for events
like summer camps at Preston.
Excessive water, called runoff, can be
an issue for students walking in that area
too, Johnson said.

“It’s one of the
most exciting,
innovative models
that will exist.”

S e e D O C T O R AT E ,

page
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Gambling
survives
committee
against odds
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter

‘Lake Wallace’ to be drained
MARIANNE HALE
Herald reporter

The Council on Postsecondary
Education approved the Doctor of
Education in Educational Leadership
degree Tuesday in Frankfort.
It’s Western’s first doctorate
degree program, and it should be
implemented in fall 2008, Provost
Barbara Burch said.
“It’s one of the most exciting,
innovative models that will exist,”
she said.
Burch said Western recognizes
that educational
leaders
come from
different
areas.
“(The
program)
— Barbara Burch
r e a l l y
allows us
Provost
to prepare
people to
be educational leaders,” she said.
Doctoral programs were approved
for Western, Eastern Kentucky
University and Northern Kentucky
University.
Western’s program will be divided into four areas or cohorts: administrative leaders, teacher leaders,
postsecondary leaders and organizational leaders.
Western plans to admit at least
two cohorts of 20 to 25 students each
year, with around 120 to 150 students
enrolled after three years, when the
program is fully functional.

Fixing the flood problem is part of
the planned construction on College of
Education and Behavioral Sciences and
the new Health Services building, Ault
said.
Western requires construction not to
increase the amount of runoff, he said.
Large construction vehicles can cause
damage to the lot too, Griffin said.
Potholes and other unsightly damage
will be fixed during the project.
The overwhelmed sewer system causes
a large puddle.
That small body of water, named
after campus police Maj. Mike Wallace,
received its Lake Wallace title from Mike
Hartz, registration coordinator for training and technical assistance services.
Hartz writes a satirical newsletter
about parking issues called “Adventures
in Parking.”
“‘Adventures in Parking’ started so
many years ago just as a way for me to
vent my warped sense of humor,” Hartz
said.
Hartz said he takes minor issues out
of context and shares his feelings with
friends and colleagues through e-mail.
Before Western created Parking and
Transportation in July 2005, campus
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police dealt with parking issues.
Since Wallace headed the Parking
Committee, that puddle was named after
him, Hartz said.
The drop-off area project will be completed no later than the second week of
April, Johnson said.
Griffin, an “Adventures in Parking”
reader, has mixed feelings about Lake
Wallace’s end.
“My heartstrings are pulled for the
namesake of the lake, but I think it’s
going to be a welcomed change,” Griffin
said.
As for the lake’s namesake, Wallace
said the flooding is a problem everyone
can live without.
It takes care of a problem for both
vehicles and pedestrians, he said.
But Hartz can’t bid farewell to the
problematic puddle so easily.
“It’s going to be nice to have that area
cleaned up, but on the other hand, I’m
going to lose some of my fodder for fun,”
he said.
But “Adventures in Parking” will live
on despite the death of Lake Wallace.
Reach Marianne Hale
at news@chherald.com.
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House Democrats increased the
odds of passing a constitutional
amendment allowing casinos by
making changes in committee.
The gambling amendment bill
passed today in the House Elections,
Constitutional Amendments and
Intergovernmental Affairs Committee
on a 7-2 vote.
The passed bill allows for nine
casinos. Five may be at racetracks
and the rest freestanding.
No licenses are set aside for racetracks.
Beshear’s original proposal would
have allowed for up to 12 casinos,
seven at racetracks and five freestanding.
After the bill failed in committee on a 3-5 vote Tuesday morning,
Speaker of the House Jody Richards,
D-Bowling Green, rearranged membership in the committee.
Richards removed Rep. Dottie
Sims, D-Horse Cave, who voted
against the bill, and added Rep.
John Will Stacy, D-Morehead, and
Rep. Tim Firkins, D-Louisville, who
would vote in support of the bill.
Sims had previously said she
would vote in favor of the bill that
majority leaders supported, said Brian
Wilkerson, communication director
for the Speaker of the House.

See GAMBLING,

page

7A
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thousand words
NATHAN MORGAN

SUDOKU

Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits
1 through 9 with no repeats.

t

Solution, tips and
computer program at
www.sudoku.com

Crime Reports

Arrests

t

u Brian D. Buckner, Prospect, was arrested on
Feb. 26 at University Boulevard and Russellville
Road on charges of disregarding a turn lane, careless driving and driving under the influence. He
was released from the Warren County Regional
Jail the same day on a court order.

News brief

Kaleidoscope seeks to raise awareness

Local high school students will integrate
music, dance, spoken word, video and visual
arts to address local housing issues, according
to a press release.
The performance on March 4 seeks to raise
awareness about housing in Bowling Green.
It is part of Kaleidoscope, who is addressing this issue with other organizations, said
Ben Kickert, Community Youth Development
Coordinator for Kaleidoscope.
Broadway United Methodist Church will
host the performance, which starts at 6:30 p.m.
The performance is open to the public.

Xiaowei Wang, known by most as December Wang, walks to Downing University Center with her friend Hadi Alyami, a freshman from
Saudi Arabia, after the two left their biology class on top of the Hill. Wang, who is originally from Zhangjiagang, China, came to the
United States for the opportunity to study at an American university.

S

tarting a new life in a foreign country can be intimidating. At first, you might be
excited to be away from home, all on your own and free to do whatever you want.
But when reality sets in, and you are overwhelmed by this strange new land with a
culture totally different than your own, you suddenly feel all alone in the world.
This was no different for 20-year-old Xiaowei Wang, who came to Western a year ago to
pursue a degree in financial management.
Wang, who was born in Zhangjiagang, China, moved to Beijing with her family when she
was 16 to attend a private high school where she would be able to learn English. At first, the
language proved very difficult for Wang, and while today, she feels her English has improved
greatly, Wang finds the language barrier to be a huge part of her everyday life.
“There are lots of difficulties,” Wang said. “Language is the biggest problem for me.
Sometimes I can’t find the words to explain my true feelings.”
But, despite this, Wang is flourishing in her new home. She is very involved in the international community on campus, and she is even an resident assistant at her Poland Hall dorm.
Wang is constantly meeting new people, and trying to build multiple friendships.
“I think it is better to have friends,” Wang said.

— Greg Capillo
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POLICE

Soldier death in Barnes
determined accidental
LARRY ROWELL
Herald reporter
A Fort Campbell soldier’s
death in December 2007 in
Barnes-Campbell Hall was ruled
an accident caused by “multiple substance intoxication,”
according to a statement from
the Warren County Coroner’s
Office.
Army Pvt. Lank Graves was
reportedly drinking vodka and
taking cough medicine and
an over-the-counter sleep aid,
Unisom, the autopsy report
stated.
His post-mortem blood toxicology showed his alcohol level
was 0.21 percent, nearly triple
the legal limit of 0.08, according to Warren County deputy
coroner Dwayne Lawrence.
The report also stated that
Graves had a history of drug
and alcohol abuse.
Graves, 20, of Glasgow, was
pronounced dead Dec. 2, 2007,

just after noon, Lawrence said.
Glasgow sophomore Dustin
Graves, a non-student, was in Mosier told the Herald in
Barnes visiting a friend overnight. December 2007 that Graves
Graves and his friend went had been his best friend for 12
out late Saturday night Dec. 1, years.
2007 and didn’t return until 6
“It’s more than a tragedy to
a.m., the Herald reported.
lose a person like Lank,” he said.
A 911 call was
Mosier said
made to Bowling
he had so many
Green city police
good memories of
and emergency
Graves that it was
medical respondhard to put their
ers at 12:08 p.m.
friendship into
Those authorities
words.
contacted campus
“I’ll definitely
police.
miss him and keep
Graves joined
his memory alive
the Army in
through everyDecember 2006
thing that I do,” he
Pvt. Lank Graves
and was on active
said. “Lank was
service at Fort
like my brother,
Campbell, said Cathy Gramling, and he definitely took a piece of
media relations officer for Fort me with him when he died, but
Campbell.
He was a he also left a piece of him with
member of the 101st Combat everybody that knew him.”
Aviation Brigade of the 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault), Reach Larry Rowell
Gramling said.
at news@chherald.com.

STATE GOVERNMENT

Bill relieving rising costs for
retirees passes in subcommittee
MICHELLE DAY
Herald reporter
A solution to the $26 billion
that the state will be unable to
pay to retirees in the next 30
years passed in committee in the
state House of Representatives
on Tuesday.
The Kentucky Public Pension
Protection and Modernization
Act, which is a bill sponsored by
Rep. Mike Cherry, D-Princeton,
was proposed by Gov. Steve
Beshear last week.
It will now go to the House
floor for consideration.
If the bill passes, employees
at Western hired July 1 and
later would have to pay a higher
contribution toward their pension plans, Human Resources
Director Tony Glisson said.
The state’s anticipated
money shortage stems from
annual double digit increases in
health care, inadequate returns
from investment in the stock
market by the state and the
state increasing benefits without
properly analyzing the costs,
according to a press release
from the governor’s office.
The bill would decrease the
cost of living adjustment on
retirement funds from 3.4 percent
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to 1.5 percent for state employ- face “dire” circumstances once
ees, said Brian Wilkerson, com- money to pay to retirees ran out.
munications director for Speaker
Right now, $800 million per
of the House Jody Richards, D- year is added to the amount of
Bowling Green.
unfunded money the state has
It was previously based to pay, Cherry said. The bill
on the consumer price index, will lower that increase by $450
but the bill would set it at the million the first year.
rate teachers already have,
“Over a 10-year period, we
Wilkerson said.
hope to have covered the entire
The bill would also increase liability and have it back on a
the amount of years
pay as you go footfuture
employing,” Cherry said.
ees have to work
The bill prebefore they can
pares the retireretire from 27 to
ment system for the
30 years.
future and protects
Employees
retirees, Wilkerson
wouldn’t be able to
said.
get a second penWestern is still
sion if they retire
trying to determine
twice.
the impact the bill
The employee
would have on its
— Mike Cherry employees, Glisson
contribution to the
state representative said.
retirement system
would increase by
“Our preference
1 percent under each of the would be that all our employstate’s five systems to help ees are treated equally, but we
cover rising health care costs know that the pension plan and
of retirees.
health plan have serious funding
Beshear stated that the bill concerns, and we’d like to be
would address funding chal- supportive of efforts to address
lenges, making it more stable those issues,” he said.
for future employees.
Cherry said he sponsored Reach Michelle Day
the bill because the state would at news@chherald.com.

“Over a 10-year
period, we hope
to have covered
the entire liability
and have it back
on a pay as you
go footing.”

C Y
M K

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

C Y
M K

T &
B

OPS
OTTOMS

Opinion

Thursday, February 28, 2008
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com
COMMENTARY

TOPS to the Lady
Topper basketball for
winning the Sun Belt
Conference regularseason championship.

On your
mark,
get set,
honk

BOTTOMS to gas
prices reaching an average of $3.15 a gallon.

TOPS to a late start to
classes on Wednesday
due to the snow.

BOTTOMS to the
snow not sticking
around. It was nice to
see a glimpse of winter.

TOPS to students having their voices heard
and shooting down the
parking proposal.

Ryan W. Hunton
Herald Reporter
Do I ride my bike because I
love the smell of exhaust?
Yeah, right.
Do I ride my bike because I
wish I had a car?
No, I have a car. It sits in my
driveway, leaks water on the
driver side, chiefs gas like my
sister smokes a pack a day.
No, I ride my bike because
I love to get honked at. That’s
a fact. Cars drive by 45 miles
an hour, rev their engines to
try to get attention. And I yell,
because bikes are smaller than
cars and the streets are mine just
as well as they're yours.
So go around me or wait
because I feel like riding slow
today. Go around me or wait
because even though cars get
me where I want to go faster,
my bike gets me where I want
to go.
And I earned it.

BOTTOMS to spring
break looking colder
than an ice box.

TOPS to students supporting Big Brothers Big
Sisters by bowling for
kid’s sake.

BOTTOMS to the
Clinton campaign
that earlier this week
released a ridiculous
picture of Obama.

Herald
college heights

Wes Nolen*
editor-in-chief
Susie Laun*
managing editor
Corey Paul*
news editor
Evan Sisley*
opinion editor
David Harten*
sports editor
Nina Bosken*
features editor
Libby Isenhower*
photo editor
Ryan Stone*
visual voice editor
Jan Diehm*
design editor
Annie Erskine*
cartoonist
Samantha Hupman
copy desk chief
Kelly Stinson
ad manager
JoAnn Thompson
business manager
Jeanie Adams-Smith
photo adviser
Bob Adams
Herald adviser
*Denotes Editorial Board members
The Herald publishes on Tuesdays
and Thursdays

CONTACT
Advertising 745-2653
advertising@chhonline.com
News Desk 745-6011
news@chherald.com
Diversions Desk 745-6291
diversions@chherald.com
Opinion Desk 745-6011
opinion@chherald.com
Sports Desk 745-6291
sports@chherald.com
Photo Desk 745-4874
photo@chherald.com

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters and
commentaries on topics of
public interest. Here are
a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries
should be 700-800 words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don’t submit plagiarized work.
3. For verification, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classification
or title.
4. Letters may not run in every
edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right
to edit all letters for style,
grammar, length and clarity.
The Herald does NOT print
libelous submissions.

DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed
in this newspaper
DO NOT reflect those
of Western’s employees
or of its administration.

Reach Ryan W. Hunton
at news@chherald.com.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Is freedom of speech free from consequences?
Don't hate the messenger, hate the message
That the Internet has a bathroom wall called
Juicycampus.com is not the best news that’s been
reported recently.
Fortunately, Western has not yet become a part of
the Juicy Campus community. But the site intends to
include all universities in the United States, and is even
adding another 25 colleges next week.
Juicy Campus is a forum where students can anonymously post gossip about fellow students. Topics vary
from the “best places to have sex on campus” to “AIDS
and herpes from hooker.”
Juicy Campus has gained a great deal of publicity and
notoriety from the press. CNN and Newsweek and several college newspapers have written articles about it.
It’s easy to defend the First Amendment’s freedom
of speech when we agree with the message or respect
the messenger. Defending free speech that is disagreeable and disgusting is harder, but it’s just as necessary.

Even more so.
In John Doe 1. v. Patrick Cahill, the Delaware
Supreme Court under Chief Justice Steele ruled that
blogs and anonymous defamatory statements are still
protected under freedom of speech.
Steele stated that Internet speech is entitled to the
same protection as any other form of speech and that
anonymous Internet speech like blogs and chat rooms
are the modern version of political pamphleteering.
The United States Supreme Court ruled in 1995 in
McIntyre v. Ohio Elections Comm’n that anonymous
pamphleteering is an “honorable tradition of advocacy
and dissent.”
Also the Communications Decency Act of 1996
protects internet site from content posted by others. It
basically states that Juicy Campus would not be held
accountable as a publisher or speaker for any of the
information posted on their site by users.

Because many of the statements made by students
on Juicy Campus are not based on fact, the posters
could be brought to court for libel. If this were to happen, prosecutors would not be able to gain information
from Juicy Campus because it does not require any personal information in order to post on their site. The only
information that courts could possibly obtain would be
IP addresses that the Internet service provider could
reveal identity of the ISP subscriber and therefore the
anonymous poster.
If a successful suit were brought against Juicy
Campus, it could start an erosion of free speech.
In the words of Voltaire, “I may not agree with what
you say but I’ll fight to the death to defend your right
to say it.”
This editorial represents the majority opinion
of the Herald's 10-member editorial board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Don't surrender without
making your voices heard
To the students of WKU,
We, the students of WKU,
stood up last week in defense of
our future.
Traveling to Frankfort, we
participated in a democratic tradition that was shaped by the
founders of this Nation. In the
1770s, their mantra was “no
taxation without representation”
and even though our maxim
may be worded differently, each
has at its core the same principle.
With the exclamation “don’t
balance the budget on our
backs” students forced themselves into the hallowed halls of
the legislature; forcing the law
makers to hear them.
Democracy in action can
cause major discomfort to those
possessing power because it
becomes evident that they must

answer to those who give them
power, and we all know those
with power fear nothing more
than giving up that power.
A rally like that which
occurred in Frankfort raises
questions concerning the power
structure and by doing this
makes those in power quake in
their boots.
We can all be proud of last
Wednesday’s show and the ideals that it stood for, but we must
ask why we do not hold our
own school administration to
the same high standards we hold
the government of Kentucky.
When this budget crisis happened and funding for higher
education was put in jeopardy
we, the students, took action
and made our voices heard. We
took advantage of the precedent set by our founding fathers
when they championed the idea
of “no taxation without representation,” and we demanded to

have our voice heard before any
decisions were reached by our
government.
Not two weeks before this
event in Frankfort, WKU’s
Board of Regents took advantage of students and effectively
silenced them before they could
rise up in protest. I speak of
the Regents meeting in which
the WKU men’s soccer team
was cut.
Through clandestine phone
calls and closed meetings,
the President of this university planned and executed major
university policy changes.
There was no prior warning,
there were no other options,
and most importantly, there was
no call for comments from the
student body.
The same man who engineered the fall of the soccer
team without apparent concern
for student opinion stood up at
Frankfort and called for the legislature to listen to the voice of

the students of Kentucky.
We must call this school’s
administration to task for their
disregard of the students as we
called Kentucky’s government
to task for the same. Without
students, without our money,
this university would be nothing.
It is time we told those in
power that this school is centered on students. The students
are the foundation of this university and not the corporate
ambitions of the administration.
This will be a long process
but it only takes one step to start
down the path toward our goal,
to have the students voice represented in all that is WKU.
I charge you to take that first
step, to make that first move;
we do not need a “Boston Tea
Party” to make our administration hear our voice, nor a rally
for that matter.
If we simply show that we

are concerned and will not take
things lying down, our administration will be forced to hear our
cry and respond.
Go to the President’s office
in Wetherby Administration
Building and demand to read the
minutes concerning the soccer
team’s fate from the last Board
of Regent’s meeting, especially
regarding your student regent’s
vote on the matter.
When they tell you it cannot
be found, ask if there is still a
men’s soccer team. Again they
will say this subject cannot be
found in the minutes. When
this happens exclaim loudly,
“Thank God, they are still a
team. I was afraid they had
been cut from the WKU roster,”
because how can something not
appearing in the minutes of this
schools governing body have
actually taken place?
Theodore Harden
Mt. Hope, N.Y., junior
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SGA revises rules for coming election
STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Continued

The Student Government
Association approved on
Tuesday election codes for
this semester’s election. The
codes have to be amended and
approved by the SGA Judicial
Council and then approved by
the student senate.
The codes will govern the
actions of candidates during the
spring campaigns.
The only new addition to the
code was a revision that forbids
candidates from campaigning
door-to-door in residence halls,
computer labs, multi-function
rooms and the library, said
Brian Fisher, Chief Justice of
the Judicial Council.
“Every election code that we
make, a candidate tries to get
around it,” Fisher said.
Candidates can file for eligibility March 3 through March
17 and are expected to attend
a mandatory meeting 7 p.m. on
March 18 at the SGA office.
The election codes state that
“candidates who file but fail

to attend the meeting shall be Web sites have become part of
disqualified.”
college culture and everyone
Elections will be March has access.
31 and April 1 online through
Smiley said campaigning on
TopNet. Election results will the sites is no more advantabe posted on April 2 after votes geous than participating in other
are tallied.
campus organizations.
Debates will take place dur“I believe that [removing the
ing SGA week, March 25, in code] will increase participation
DUC Theater.
in the election,” Smiley said.
SGA Senator Kevin Smiley
Skylar Jordan, Executive
and other senaChief of Staff,
tors tried unsucwho also sat
cessfully
to
on the Judicial
strike a code
Council when
concerning the
the code was
uses of MySpace
added in 2006,
and Facebook in
said that the
campaigning.
was imple— Brian Fisher code
The
code
mented for two
Chief Justice of the Judicial Council reasons.
states
that
“there shall be
First, Jordan
no groups in
said, the use of
favor of a candidate made by a the two sites gives an unfair
candidate on Facebook.com or advantage to students who have
MySpace.com during the elec- the most friends on the sites.
tion process. Further there is
Second, Jordan said, using
to be no advertisement space the sites violates another code
bought that advertises for a can- that forbids campaigning at
didate in the election.”
polling sites because the sites
Smiley said he wanted to are available on computers used
strike the code because the to vote.

“Every election code
that we make, a
candidate tries to get
around it”

Many senators expressed
concerns about the fact that the
codes concerning online campaigning applied only to candidates.
SGA doesn’t have the authority to enforce the codes if someone outside the SGA campaigns
for a candidate on the Internet,
Fisher said.
Smiley also questioned codes
that regulate candidate spending. He said codes allowing
candidates to accept donations
up to $100 seemed like lobbying, which he believes doesn’t
belong in the SGA.
SGA President Jeanne
Johnson said that allowing candidates to accept up to $100
from an organization and limiting their spending was an effort
to equalize any financial differences that might give a candidate an advantage.
Candidate spending limits
and other campaign regulations
are also included in the codes,
available at the SGA office.
Reach Neil Siders
at news@chherald.com.

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Proposed parking legislation axed

NEIL SIDERS
Herald reporter
The Student Government
Association voted Tuesday to
permanently table legislation
addressing the proposed changes
to the housing parking policy.
The legislation was tabled
after the Department of Parking
and Transportation decided not
to go forward with the proposed
changes, after 70 percent of students who responded to a survey
about the proposal voted against
it, said Jennifer Tougas, director
of Parking and Transportation.
SGA President Jeanne
Johnson, who is the student
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member of the Parking and
Transportation Committee said
she supported the changes but
said SGA didn’t need to address
the issue because the issue is
now dead.
The proposal created guaranteed spaces in a premium-housing zone that would have been
sold for $175. The plan didn’t
create new spaces but rezoned
773 spaces currently zoned for
housing.
Under the proposal, students
who purchased non-premium
permits would have been forced
to park on the exterior of the
campus.
Parking and Transportation’s

ultimate plan is to create a designated parking system, in
which a permit would guarantee
a parking space, Tougas said.
“In order for a parking permit to equal a parking space in a
particular lot, a system must be
developed to limit permit sales
to the capacity of the lots and
to determine how the permits
should be allocated to customers,” stated Tougas in the proposal distributed to the SGA
last week.
Parking and Transportation
will attempt to create a new
proposal to deal with the parking problem, Tougas said.
The problem of limited park-

ing availability is compounded by the cost of maintaining
the buses, which have led to a
$60,000 deficit between revenue
and expenditures, Johnson said.
A potential solution to the
problem is for the transit division, which maintains the buses,
to generate revenue on its own
rather than relying on revenue
generated by parking, Johnson
said.
One way that is being considered is to sell advertising
space on the inside and outside
of the buses, Johnson said.
Reach Neil Siders
at news@chherald.com.
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Jeanne Fiene, head of the
department of educational
administration, leadership and
research, said the process for
getting the program has taken
about 15 years.
Fiene said she hopes to keep
a balance between the four
cohorts.
There are more than 200
students who expressed interest in the program, she said.
There are a variety of things
students can do with a doctorate degree in educational leadership.
“The most important thing is
that they’ll be working smarter
as a leader, not just harder,”
Fiene said.
Fiene said she thinks the
support of the campus played a
big role in Western getting the
program.
The approval of the doctorate programs at Western,
Eastern and Northern has been
a two-year process, said Jim
Applegate, vice president of
academic affairs for the CPE.
House Joint Resolution 14
proposed a statewide task force
to look at educational leader-

t

NEIL SIDERS
Herald reporter

from page

ship in Kentucky in 2006.
It created the Education
Leadership Redesign task
force.
The CPE, along with
the Education Professional
Standards Board and Southern
Regional Education Board
joined this task force.
The task force addressed
new education doctoral degree
programs and looked at redesigning existing education
master’s programs.
They set forth criteria for the
programs, and by September
2007 received formal proposals from all three schools. The
proposals were approved yesterday.
Applegate said the task
force will be reviewing the
programs for the next three
years, and also after their students graduate.
“The schools have the
responsibility to track their
graduates to their jobs, and to
track the impact those graduates
are having on their students,”
he said. “We hope to see more
efficient school leaders.”
Applegate said that given
Western’s high reputation in
education graduates, he expected to see a good proposal.
Reach Emily Ulber
at news@chherald.com.

News briefs

Habitat for Humanity looking
for student volunteers

Habitat for Humanity is asking for student volunteers to
help deconstruct nine houses
across from Mass Media and
Technology Hall. The houses
have been scheduled for demolition to make room for Western’s
new College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences building.
Volunteers will remove building materials and metals from
the house. Salvaged items will
go to Warren County Habitat
for Humanity’s ReStore, a retail
branch of the organization.
Proceeds from the sale of those
items will go toward finishing
Western’s chapter of Habitat for
Humanity’s centennial birthday
build house and beginning work
on its second house.

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Metals taken from the house
will be recycled for money,
which will go toward Habitat
for Humanity spring and winter
break trips. During breaks, students travel to other countries
work on a house for one week,
faculty adviser Laura Leach
said.
Western and Warren County’s
chapters of Habitat for Humanity,
along with the Bowling Green
Fire Department, are coordinating the deconstruction.
“It’s a fantastic opportunity
for students to get involved in
their community,” Leach said.
Volunteers are needed today
through March 1 from 8:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m. each day. Volunteer
vouchers will be available at the
houses.
— Eileen Ryan
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The Red Note: jazz faces modernization

RYAN W. HUNTON
Herald reporter
The WKU Jazz Band has
a rare opportunity. They’re
playing on campus; inside of
the ballroom at the Garrett
Conference Center.
“I love old ballrooms,” says
Marshall Scott, music professor
and band director. During an
intermission, he sits in a chair
with a crowd of college students
and nostalgic elders.
It’s a Friday night, the night
after Valentine’s Day. So far,
the crowd has only danced to
slow ballads. Whenever an
upbeat swinger comes up, they
politely smile to the band and
each other, then sit back down.
The chairs remain filled as four
of Scott’s players walk on stage
to play. The crowd waits to see
what the students will come up
with without the guidance of
their director.
The rhythm section consists
of drums and an electric bass.
There’s also an electric keyboard
and a tenor saxophone. Jeremy
Durst, a senior from Medford,
Ore., plays the sax. He says he
takes in the background music
from the other instruments. It’s
up to him to “turn it into a piece
of jazz literature.”
That performance Feb. 15,
the only one this semester, was
the band’s traditional opener for
2008, a prequel to their spring
concert on April 19.
Scott said the jazz band that
played that night is one of the
best he’s ever had. It consisted
of a rhythm section, a trumpet
section, a saxophone section
and a trombone section. There
were 17 players. They played
jazz standards from the 1930s
and 40s. Glenn Miller’s “In
the Mood,” for instance. Songs
from jazz’s golden age.
The four guys on stage
played “riff tunes” during the
intermission. Durst said those
are rock tunes with the jazz for-

mat, incorporating improvisation and solos. He said jazz can
really be anything.
“There are a lot of elitists
who say you play jazz a certain
way,” he said. “It’s about playing a good melody, using your
ear and generating an idea.”
But jazz has taken an academic turn, Durst said. At some
universities, a student can study
which notes to choose, which
chords to play.
They can get a degree in jazz
theory.
Scott teaches two classes this
spring, jazz ensemble and jazz
improvisation ensemble.
“I tell my students to listen
to good jazz and imitate it,”
Scott said. “It encourages them
to really listen, work on ear
training.”
Durst said he listens to jazz
to become a better musician and
improviser. On stage, during his
solo, he said he thinks to himself,
“Where did that come from?”
Alto sax player Steven
Lopez, a Franklin senior, said
jazz is the most difficult style
to learn and play. Players learn
theory and then throw it away,
he said, because in jazz, it just
doesn’t work the same.
“It’s not playing like a
square,” he said.
Trumpet player Murf Adams,
a Greenville senior, said in
Kentucky, marching band is the
forefront. He didn’t have the
opportunity to play jazz in high
school.
Durst said in high school, he
played concert band and jazz
band, but here, people would
rather sit in the stands at a
marching band concert and listen to that.
Scott said Kentucky is behind.
He said the state could use some
more high school jazz bands.
“I get a ton of first generation jazzers in college,” he said,
“but by then it’s too late.”
Jazz is kickin’ everywhere
but Kentucky, Lopez said. But

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

(Above) Members of the WKU
Jazz Band perform Feb. 15 at the
Jazz Band Valentine’s Dance in
the Garrett Ballroom. The band
serenaded with swing and big
band hits while the guests had
refreshments and occasionally
stepped out on the dance floor.
(Left) Jacksonville, Ore. senior
saxophonist Jeremy Durst performs at the WKU Jazz Band
Valentine’s Dance.
it’s not the jazz that it used to be.
It’s slowly evolved. Jazz is moving away from the older stuff.
“Our culture is moving
toward simplicity,” Lopez said.
He said jazz will embrace
the rise of new music forms like
indie rock, R&B and rap.
John Cipolla, assistant music
professor, said jazz is very distinct from those genres.
“Rap is a very shock value
type of entertainment,” he said.
“Jazz requires a lot more of an
active role.”

Cipolla said if jazz were on
the radio, people would listen to
it, but the media dictates a lot of
what people listen to. For now,
it lies below the surface. This
may have to do with a lack of
exposure.
“We just need a few representatives to stand up for it,”
he said.
Scott agreed.
“It’s about convincing people
that jazz is valuable,” he said.
Durst said he and Adams
will organize a combo to play

under the Music Department’s
SCHEME program.
“We will be presenting jazz
as more than just the jazz band,”
Durst said.
The spring concert will feature guest soloist John Blunt
on trumpet. Durst said the
program will include some
older songs, like Count Basie
tunes, but it will be mostly
modern.
Reach Ryan W. Hunton
at news@chherald.com.
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ACADEMICS

Western enrollment
continues to grow
EMILY ULBER
Herald reporter
Western’s enrollment is
above what administrators
expected this year.
There were 19,265 students
enrolled as of fall 2007, up 601
from last fall’s 18,664, based
on a report on enrollment for
the state’s public universities by
the Council on Postsecondary
Education.
Bob Cobb, director of institutional research, said that while
he’s pleased with the jump this
year, he doesn’t know if it will
be possible to maintain that kind
of growth.
“We have to look at it and
ask, ‘Can we sustain getting 600
new students every fall?’” Cobb
said. “That’s unrealistic, but it
would be great.”
The CPE projects Western’s
enrollment to be 20,000 by
2011.
Cobb said that if Western
stays on the same track it’s
on now, they shouldn’t have a
problem reaching that goal.
“The big unknown is what
the budget is going to be,” he
said. “The university is very
sensitive to tuition and enrollment — there’s a balance there
somewhere.”

Regents
Continued

from page
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Neither of these decisions
had previously been discussed
publicly.
In Conway’s decision sent
Tuesday, he determined that the
board “expanded the scope of
the [personnel] exception and
improperly concealed matters
otherwise appropriate to the
view of the public.”
Western’s General Counsel
Deborah Wilkins advises the
board on whether or not to discuss matters in closed session.
“If the board erred, the error
was based on advice of counsel,
given and taken in good faith,
and with no intent to circumvent
the requirements of Kentucky
law,” Wilkins said.
She said the board is always
careful to comply with open
meetings requirements.
“We will study the [attorney general’s] opinion and
will continue to conform board
activities as required by law,”
Wilkins said.
Conway’s decision agrees
with the Herald’s complaint,
filed first with the board on Feb.
5, that the cut of the position
as the result of the cut of the
program is a general personnel
matter rather than a specific
individual matter.
“A public agency’s authority to go into a closed session
relative to personnel matters is
severely restricted,” states the
response. “General personnel
matters cannot be discussed in
a closed session.”

Gambling
Continued

from page

1a

“She went back on her word,”
Wilkerson said.
Sims couldn’t be reached for
comment.
Sims told reporters that she
considered the action the same
as “communism,” according to
the Courier-Journal.
The bill failed on Tuesday
because of a division in committee over whether racetracks
should be given an “edge” in getting a license, Wilkerson said.
Too many freestanding
casinos would take business
away from racetracks, said
Julie Koenig, vice president of
communications for Churchill
Downs.
The passed bill may threaten the horse-racing industry
because there is no guarantee
that tracks will get a license.
Wednesday, Beshear issued
this statement:
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Provost Barbara Burch said trying to reach out to transfer
the enrollment goals were and non-traditional students.
planned without any indication
Dean Kahler, associate vice
of a budget reduction.
president of Academic Affairs,
“(The reduction) will, no said Western’s trying to be
question, cause us to visit it aggressive in the transfer area
again,” she said.
at the Board of Regents meeting
The straight
Jan. 25.
line projection
K a h l e r
for Western’s
is
leading
enrollment indidevelopment
cates Western
of the Joint
should hit about
Admissions
28,000 students
and Enrollment
by 2020.
Program, which
Cobb
said
would enroll
that was a tough
a student at a
goal.
community
“2020 isn’t that
college
for
far off,” he said.
their associ“It’s going to be
ate
degree.
— Barbara Burch I m m e d i a t e l y
hard to hit that.”
Enrollment
Provost after graduathas grown almost
ing, the student
30 percent since 1998.
would move on to Western to
Cobb said the university’s finish their bachelor’s degree
strong academic programs, without having to apply.
new renovations and other facCobb said the CPE is hoping
tors like the transition to the to boost enrollment all over the
Football Bowl Subdivision all state, not just at Western.
make it more appealing.
“This isn’t just enrollment
“Students are discrimina- for enrollment’s sake,” he said.
tory,” he said. “They vote with “A more educated citizenry
their feet. I defy you to show leads to better economics.”
me any other university that’s
growing like we are.”
Reach Emily Ulber
Cobb said Western is also at news@chherald.com.

“The big unknown
is what the budget
is going to be. The
university is very
sensitive to tuition
and enrollment
— there’s a balance
there somewhere.”

Wilkins said she believes the
discussion of the elimination of
a position is a privacy interest
that has been protected by many
past attorneys general and court
decisions.
“It was my opinion at the
time, and continues to be today,
that an individual [Western]
employee’s privacy rights
should outweigh the public’s
interests when the matter to be
discussed is the individual’s
employment,” Wilkins said.
However, Conway said
Kentucky’s highest courts have
recognized that “the failure to
comply with the strict letter of
the law in conducting meetings
of a public agency violates public good.”
He also found fault in the
board’s characterization of the
dismissal as “potential.”
This statement is inconsistent with the board’s initial
response that the decision to cut
the program was already made
final by the athletic director
and President Gary Ransdell,
Conway wrote.
Western’s attorney, Scott
Laugenberg of Kerrick, Stivers,
Coyle and Van Zant, P.L.C.,
wrote Conway in response to the
Herald’s complaint on Feb. 13.
His letter stated that discussion of the potential dismissal
of an individual is proper under
the open meetings exception.
Because the men’s soccer
coach is the “sole and only
employee whose employment
and dismissal was discussed,”
it is expressly permitted, wrote
Laugenberg.
However, Gray’s original
response to the Herald’s complaint defends the use of the

exception on the grounds the
decision was already made by
Selig and Ransdell and that the
board was merely briefed on
that decision.
“No action was taken by the
board either in closed session,
or in any part of the open portion of the board meeting, on
the men’s soccer program,”
wrote Gray.
The attorney general’s
decision states the distinction
between potential and final is
“a distinction which is legally
significant and, in fact, determinative.”
“The fact no action was taken
does not alter this conclusion,”
Conway wrote.
Although his decision does
not describe any punitive or corrective measures for the board,
it does include the Herald’s
suggested actions which were
included in the first complaint
filed with the board.
The Herald sent the original
complaint to Board of Regents
Chair Lois Gray requesting
the board remedy the violation
by a “public acknowledgment
of its violation of the law, a
promise that such actions will
not happen in the future and a
timely meeting of the Board of
Regents to publicly discuss the
elimination of the men’s soccer
program.”
Gray, currently in Florida,
declined to comment until she
was back to her office where she
could access the documents.
The board can appeal this
decision if it choses to the
Warren County Circuit Court.

“I am encouraged by the
quick response to my call for
action to move a version of
this amendment along. I am
aware of the concerns that
Kentucky’s signature industry — the horse industry
— has about this version of
the amendment, and I plan to
continue meeting with House
leadership to find a way to
address those concerns.”
Beshear’s proposal predicted
casinos proposal would bring
in about $600 million annually
after they’re all running in five
years.
Gambling would bring about
$500 million in license fees
paid by the seven casinos at
racetracks in the first year of
the 2008-10 biennium, Beshear
said.
The majority of that money
would be used for education
and health care.
The bill will now go to the
House floor for full consideration. Because the bill would
amend the constitution, it must
be approved by a three-fifths

majority in both the House and
the Senate.
If it passes, it will be on
the ballot in November to be
approved by voters.
There’s very little support in the Senate for the bill,
Wilkerson said.
Even though the bill passed
in committee, John-Mark Hack,
head of the Say No To Casinos
campaign said he doesn’t think
the amendment will make it to
the ballot in November.
“The votes are not there,”
he said. “House Democrats,
especially from conservative
districts in western Kentucky,
should be able to recognize that
voting for casinos to come in
to the commonwealth could be
very risky.”
Amendments to the constitution can only be on the ballot in
even-numbered years, so if the
bill doesn’t pass both houses, it
can’t come up again until 2010,
Wilkerson said.

Reach Holly Brown
at news@chherald.com.

Reach Michelle Day
at news@chherald.com.
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“It helps us to do activities
together, which helps our team
bonding,” senior first baseman
Shelby Smith said. “We play
more as a family. It’s also
enlightening to do something
for the community and to have
those experiences together.”
Bowling presented an

Boosts
Continued

from page

10A

Other junior college transfers
on the Toppers roster include
a pre-season all-Sun Belt
Conference selection in junior
shortstop Terrence Dayleg,
junior infielder Chad Cregar,
who had a pair of home runs in
this season’s opening weekend
and the opening weekend’s best
hitter, junior infielder Jeremy

opportunity for the girls on the
team to get to know each other
away from their usual interaction during practices.
“The teams that we were on,
were not necessarily with the
girls that we hang out with,”
sophomore outfielder Elizabeth
Ferrell said. “You get to know
your teammates better.”
Unfortunately for the girls,
skills necessary on the diamond
don’t directly correlate to those
necessary for bowling.
When asked if she was bowl-

ing well, freshman left fielder
Alex Jane Clemmons said, “I
have a spare and two gutter
balls. I’m not the best bowler.”
Regardless of their bowling
ability, Tuesday night allowed
the women to contribute to
the community and take a
break before leaving for Las
Vegas on Thursday for their
third tournament in as many
weeks.

Coleman, who went 5-for-8.
One of the biggest advantages of a junior college is the time
frame that is set for a player to
see action, Paxson said.
“At a junior college, you’re
gonna play a lot as a freshmen,” he said. “At a bigger
school, you have three age
groups of guys ahead of you.”
When a team gets a junior
college transfer they are getting a player that will be more
ready to play at the Division
I level than a kid right out of
high school, Finwood said.

He said one of the biggest
things in a transfer’s success
has to do with character.
“They’ve still got a lot to learn
once they get here,” Finwood
said. “And if you can get the right
character of kids that understand
that, often times you will get a
kid that can contribute sooner
than a kid out of high school.”
Western will host Purdue at
3 p.m. on Friday at Nick Denes
Field.

Reach Corey Ogburn
at sports@chherald.com.

Reach Ryan Carey
at sports@chherald.com.
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Sophomore Sean Penhale
said the addition of the MidAmerican competitors puts
extra pressure on the Western
swimmers to qualify for the
finals of each event.
“Say I get second in the 1650
(meter freestyle), which is my
best event, and a person from the
MAC beats me,” he said. “I would
only get second place points, even
though they have their own championship. We’ve got to step up and
put people in the finals to make
sure we get those wins.”
Coach Bruce Marchionda
said that the presence of the
MAC teams will make it much
more difficult for the Toppers
(8-1) to achieve their fourth
straight SBC championship.
“Here are four teams in the
meet that don’t mean anything,
except taking up space and
points in the finals,” he said.
The Toppers have won the
Sun Belt championship every
year since 2005, when they
joined the conference. The Lady
Toppers (7-2) have not won a
Sun Belt title since 2005.

Bench
Continued

from page
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“Our offense wasn’t as sharp
as we would like it to be,” coach
Darrin Horn said in his post
game radio show. “We did not
take care of the ball well, but
were still able to get 69 points
on the board and shoot a pretty
good percentage.”
The Toppers were able to
shoot 51 percent from the field,
but had to overcome foul trouble with freshman forward D.J.
Magley, senior guard Tyrone
Brazelton fouling out and 22
team turnovers with five of
the turnovers committed by
Brazelton.
“(Brazelton) just got on a run
that was so good,” Horn said.
“It’s going to be hard to stay at
that level. We don’t need it to
be at that level every night, but
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Marchionda said that in past and be better.”
years, the championship has
Senior Kelly Hargather said
been decided by which teams the loss to Louisville will be a
have the most depth and are motivation for the team to comtherefore able to put more pete well in Nashville.
swimmers in the finals of each
“We really want to end our
event.
careers with a win,” she said.
“We’ve
“It was pretty
always done
disappointvery
well
ing to lose in
because
of
the last meet
our
depth,”
of the regular
he said. “Our
season, so we
bottom half
just want to
was better than
come out and
anyone else’s.
swim hard and
Now we have
finish things
to get people
out.”
in the top eight
Marchionda
(places).”
said the team
Western’s
is excited for a
teams haven’t
last chance to
competed
compete after
—Kelly Hargather losing.
since Jan. 31,
Senior
when
they
“Our goal is
were swept at
for 100 percent
Louisville. The Toppers, who lifetime best performances,” he
are currently ranked No. 4 said.
in the Collegeswimming.com
The teams will swim premid-major poll, hadn’t lost in liminaries at 10:30 a.m. each
their previous 26 regular-sea- day and compete in the finals at
son dual meets.
6 p.m. on Thursday and Friday.
“I think we kind of needed Saturday’s finals will begin at
to lose that meet,” Penhale said. 5:30 p.m.
“Of course, we want our seniors
to go out on a winning streak, Reach Sarah Hyman
but losing makes us want to try at sports@chherald.com.

“We really want to end
our careers with a win.
It was pretty disappointing to lose in the
last meet of the regular season, so we just
want to come out and
swim hard and finish
things out.”

we just need it to be a little bit
better in terms of taking care of
the ball than it was tonight.”
Brazelton was again slowed
down for the second game in a
row. He finished with just eight
points and one assist. He scored
six against Louisiana-Monroe
on Saturday.
Senior guard Courtney Lee
was held to just six points
Wednesday night. It was just
the second time all season that
he was held to fewer than 10
points in a game.
Magley played just 11 minutes but produced 10 points.
It was the first time this season that Magley had scored
double-digit points in consecutive games. He also scored 10
points in Western’s win over
Louisiana-Monroe.
Western struggled to get
ahead of the Golden Panthers
in the first half, but got a boost
from an 8-0 run, stretching their
lead to 27-14.

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Western survived what
turned out to be a physical half.
Slaughter took a hard screen
that left him slow to get up, and
Brazelton was treated for what
looked to be a bloody nose.
The Toppers also got a
rebounding boost as well outdoing the Golden Panthers 36-28
on the boards.
“We did the job on the
glass,” Horn said. “And again,
rebounding and defense is
what is going to give us a
chance to win three games
here in a week (at the conference tournament) and so that
is what was important about
tonight’s game.”
Western finishes it’s regularseason slate at 6 p.m. Saturday
at Florida Atlantic before going
to the Sun Belt Conference
tournament on March 9 through
March 11 in Mobile, Ala.
Reach Andrew Robinson
at sports@chherald.com.
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Lady Tops triumph over Western looks for continued
Golden Panthers, 79-56 success over weekend series

CHRIS ACREE
Herald reporter
While their classmates in
Bowling Green were facing
snow flurries and freezing temperatures, the Lady Toppers
overcame a much different climate in their 79-56 at Florida
International.
“One of the things you
have to deal with is the heat
in the arena,” junior forward
Dominique Duck said. “It’s
so different in this gym and in
this atmosphere. It’s so hot.”
With the win, the Lady
Toppers (22-7, 15-2 Sun Belt
Conference East Division)
clinched the outright regularseason title in the Sun Belt
Conference and the top seed in
the conference tournament.
Despite hitting 59.1 percent
of their field goals and going
3-for-6 from beyond the arc,
the Lady Toppers only led 3830 at the half.
In the half, Western committed 11 turnovers, which led
to 11 points by the Golden
Panthers (12-16, 8-9 SBC
East).
Senior forward Crystal
Kelly picked up three fouls
in the first half, scoring nine
points in 16 minutes.
Western was able to break
away in the second half, lead-

ing by as much as 25 points
before sealing the 23-point
victory.
The number of turnovers by
the Lady Toppers dropped dramatically in the second half,
with the team only committing
five in the second half while
forcing the Golden Panthers to
commit 11 turnovers.
Kelly scored 16 points in
the second half, finishing the
game leading all scorers with
25 points while
tying a seasonlow with four
rebounds.
Kelly’s point
total moved her
to 14th on the
NCAA Division
I career scoring
list.
The
Lady
Toppers made
57.1 percent of
their shots in the
contest and 54.5
percent of their three-point
shots.
Western did this while
holding FIU to 36.2 percent
from the floor and 29 percent
beyond the arc.
Seeing a revival of sorts
in the game was sophomore
guard Kenzie Rich. Rich went
4-for-6 from three-point range
on her way to 14 points.

She had scored a total of 18
points in her last five games
combined.
The game marked the first
time she has scored in double-figures since scoring 22 in
a 69-54 win over Denver on
Feb. 2.
“That’s what I love about
Kenzie Rich,” coach Mary
Taylor Cowles said. “She has
had some struggles shooting,
but she has not let it affect
her as far
as coming
to a game
and saying ‘If I’m
open, I’m
still going
to
continue to
shoot.’”
Duck
was the
other Lady
Topper in
doublefigures, scoring 16 points.
Iva Ciglar led the Golden
Panthers with 17 points.
The Lady Toppers stay in
Florida for their final game
of the regular season, playing Florida Atlantic at 4 p.m.
Saturday in Boca Raton, Fla.

With the win, the
Lady Toppers
clinched the outright
regular-season
title in the Sun Belt
Conference and the
top seed in the conference tournament.

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter

Western’s tennis teams have
used lineup changes and home
court advantages to their favor
over the last few weeks.
But the Toppers (4-2) and
Lady Toppers (2-4) will need
to employ different strategies to
extend their current win streaks
when they travel to Indiana
University-Purdue-University
Fort Wayne on Friday.
“Our matches this weekend should be really close,”
coach Jeff True said. “Some of
their matches are against teams
we’ve played, and they’ve had
similar scores against similar
opponents. It should be really
close based on their results.”
The Toppers, who defeated
Lipscomb 5-2 on Sunday, have
won the past two matches. They
haven’t played an away match
since winning at Bellarmine
on Feb. 2.
Freshman Currie Martin

attributed the team’s success to
different factors.
“I think honestly, the rest of
the team loathes Lipscomb,” he
said. “I mean, the upperclassmen just really don’t like them,
so we really didn’t want to lose
to them.”
Martin also said that the
team’s recent lineup changes
have affected their performance.
“I think it’s good to change
it up some,” he said. “I moved
down in singles this week, and
I think I felt a little better about
my match. It’s a way to gain
some confidence.”
IUPU-Fort Wayne has compiled a 5-6 record after losing the
first four matches of the season.
“We can’t think about how
well they’re doing,” Martin
said. “We’re just going to have
to play our game.”
The Lady Toppers followed
up their first win of the season
by defeating Austin Peay 6-1
on Friday.
“I don’t think we were play-

ing as well early on,” True said.
“But we’ve been working really
hard in practice, and we’ve tried
to add some new strategies to
the girls’ games.”
The Lady Toppers won five
of their six singles matches,
with two of their wins reaching
a third set.
“We’ve definitely started
showing up in both doubles and
singles,” True said.
Junior Erin Fulkerson said
this weekend’s match will be
a way for the Lady Toppers
to test their recent improvements. The Lady Mastodons
(6-7), who defeated Lipscomb
on Saturday, have not won consecutive matches this season.
“I think we have an opportunity to see how we’re really doing against a team that’s
struggled too,” she said. “It’s
definitely a way for us to see
where we are.”
Reach Sarah Hyman
at sports@chherald.com.

Reach Chris Acree
at sports@chherald.com.

Classified Index
For Rent
Services
Roommate Wanted
Lost & Found
Travel
Miscellaneous
Pets & Animals
Textbooks
For Sale
Help Wanted

For Rent
All Utilities Paid!
1 BR $539; 2 BR $589
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Fitness Center!
New Business Center &
Computer Lab! New hardwood! Sparkling Pool!
Now Pre-Leasing for
Spring/Summer Semester.
Call 781-5471
www.greenhavenapartments.com

••••••••••••••••••••

Cabell Gardens Fall 2008
Executive apartments, one
block from WKU,

2 or 3 bedroom $250 each.

Parking, W/D all appliances.

College Heights Herald
Classifieds
The College Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

For Rent
3 bedroom, 1 bath
Upstairs Apartment
1036-B Park St.
Some utilities included.
$525/month.
Call (270) 782-7885

••••••••••••••••••••
3-4 bdrm. house at
1112 Chestnut.

2 bath Central heat & air.
W/D hookup. $850;

1 bdrm. apartments $325-$375
Call 781-8307.

••••••••••••••••••••
1 Block from WKU
Studio Apartment

1504 Park Street.

$275/month+deposit and

••••••••••••••••••••

Phone 796-7949.

Call 270-781-9182

some utilities. Please

Close to WKU
3 br. 2 bath, 1 car garage. $800/
month 1 year lease. References.
NO PETS. 2039 Wiltshire St.
Call 270-779-8424

••••••••••••••••••••
FREE RENT

and small stipend. Exchange
for help with elderly lady. A

••••••••••••••••••••

few hours on weekends. Call or

Campus Pointe. Furnished &

Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised in
this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act
of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation, or discrimination based
on race, color, religion, sex, or national origin,
handicapped status, families with children, or any
intention to make such a preference, limitation
or discrimination.” This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our readers are
hereby informed that all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. Please notify the Fair Housing
Council at 502-583-3247 or 1-800-5583247 if you feel there has been a violation.

Apartment for sublease at

includes utilities. Lease expires
July 31st, 2008. Available now
thru July. Call 615-202-4450.

Note to Readers: The College
Heights Herald screens ads for
misleading or false claims but cannot
guarantee any ad or claim. Please
use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money
or provide credit card information.

fax 796-3725 after 9pm daily.

Services

Savannah Thomas, Classifieds Manager

Miscellaneous

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Injured in an auto accident or

Meet the ninjas at Imagewest

gible to receive massage therapy

Wed. March 5th 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

bill insurance company for you.

Hall #331 For more info visit

Part-time servers needed. No
experience necessary. Must
be age 20 or older. Apply in
person at Bowling Green
Country Club.

Undercover Shoppers
Earn up to $150 per day.
Undercover Shoppers needed
to judge retail and dining
establishments. Exp. Not RE.
Call 800-722-4791

hurt at work? You may be eli-

treatments at no cost to you. We
Call 270-779-4739

••••••••••••••••••••
Roommate Wanted
••••••••••••••••••••

Lost & Found
••••••••••••••••••••

Travel

Spring Break 2008

OPEN HOUSE

Mass Media & Technology
www.wku.edu/imagewest
or call 745-8915.

Resorts, Hotels,
Golf Tee Times,
Group Rates &
Price Matching

www.wkutravel.com
••••••••••••••••••••

Motivated student for part-time

••••••••••••••••••••

or full-time outside service help.

••••••••••••••••••••

Great summer job. Paid holi-

Pets & Animals
Textbooks
••••••••••••••••••••

For Sale

Locally owned and operated.

Book Flights,

••••••••••••••••••••

Pool Service Company:

••••••••••••••••••••

Help Wanted

Will train right person.

days, plus bonus pkg. Apply in

••••••••••••••••••••

Part-time help wanted. Must

have computer skills. Flexible
hours available. Perfect job

for students. Bright’s Antique
World. Franklin, KY 20 min-

person Mon., Wed., Fri. 10-6

utes South of Bowling Green.

Bowling Green. Ask for Jerry.

••••••••••••••••••••

Aqualand 1260 Campbell Ln.

••••••••••••••••••••
Retail Pool Company:

Motivated student for part-time
retail clerk. Chemistry back-

Call 270-598-9901

Help wanted Verdi Restaurant
and Bar (next to Capital Arts)
410 E. Main St. 781-9817
Experience only.
Needed: Servers. Apply in
person between 2-4p.m.

Servers, dishwashers & kitchen

ground helpful, but not required.

bggreek.com or come in for

holidays, plus bonus pkg. Great

Earn $800-$3200 a month

Road (across from Cue Time).

Mon., Wed., Fri. 10-6 Aqualand

with ads placed on them

Green. Ask for Chris.

www.AdCarClub.com

help. Apply online at www.

application. 535 Three Springs

••••••••••••••••••••

MTV SPRING BREAK
Panama City Beach

800-488-8828

www.sandpiperbeacon.com
FREE SPRING BREAK
MODEL SEARCH CALENDAR*
*V ALID FOR FIRST 1000 RESERVATIONS .

Fun working atmosphere. Paid
summer job. Apply in person
1260 Campbell Ln. Bowling

••••••••••••••••••••

to drive brand new cars
Please visit

▼

EVENTS
Thursday

▼

Swimming at Sun Belt
Conference meet, Nashville.

Sports

Thursday, February 28, 2008
Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com
SWIMMING & DIVING

Mixed
conference
meet adds
pressure

Friday

Women’s tennis at IUPUFort Wayne, 7 p.m.
Men’s tennis at IUPU-Fort
Wayne, 7 p.m.
Baseball vs. Purdue, 3 p.m.,
Nick Denes Field
Softball vs. Hawaii, 11 a.m.,
UNLV Eller Media Classic,
Las Vegas, Nev.
Softball vs. UNLV, 8 p.m.,
UNLV Eller Media Classic,
Las Vegas, Nev.

▼

Swimming at Sun Belt
Conference meet, Nashville.

SARAH HYMAN
Herald reporter

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Sophomore shortstop Kelsey McCauley bowls during the College Bowl For Kids’ Sake on the fourth floor of Downing
University Center on Tuesday. McCauley bowled in the event with her teammates to help raise money for Big Brothers Big
Sisters of South Central Kentucky.

‘Bonding’ together

Saturday

Swimming at Sun
Belt Conference meet,
Nashville.

or “bigs,” with children ages 6-12.
“I’ve always wanted to be a part of this
program,” coach Tyra Perry said. “I made
On Tuesday night, senior pitcher Jennifer up my mind that I was going to do it, and I
Kempf stared down her target and began her saw a commercial with a phone number and
usual pitching wind-up.
called.”
Except she wasn’t pitching a softball to an
Perry recently became a Big Sister, and her
opposing batter, but a bowlinterest in the organization
ing ball to 10 white pins.
prompted her to recruit her
“We’re yelling and
team to participate.
screaming and we’re having
Kempf said Perry prefun,” Kempf, the reigning
sented the idea to the team
Sun Belt Conference pitcher
after practice one day, and
of the week, said. “That’s
everyone was very receptive
just kind of how our team is
and wanted to participate.
and we really have fun when
The only requirement for
we get together.”
entrance was to put together
The Western softball
a five-member bowling team
— Jennifer Kempf and to raise at least $30 per
team, players and coaches,
Senior pitcher person for the charity.
participated in Bowl for
Kids’ Sake, the largest fundDifferent campus clubs
raiser for the Big Brothers Big Sisters of were represented, as well as various sororities
South Central Kentucky, on the fourth floor and fraternities.
in the Downing University Center on Tuesday
The Lady Toppers put together four differnight.
ent teams and accounted for $825 of the total
Robin Pemberton, special events director $11,127 raised in the event.
at Big Brothers Big Sisters, said that during
Perry said that “team-building” is one
the 25th anniversary of the event, they hoped major thing they could take from Bowl for
to raise $10,000.
Kids’ Sake.
Big Brothers Big Sisters is a youth mentorSee TEAM, page 8A
ing organization that pairs up adult volunteers,
COREY OGBURN
Herald reporter

Women’s basketball at
Florida Atlantic, 4 p.m.
Men’s basketball at Florida
Atlantic, 6 p.m.

“We’re yelling and
screaming and we’re
having fun. That’s just
kind of how our team is
and we really have fun
when we get together.”

Baseball vs. Purdue, 2 p.m.
Men’s tennis vs. Robert
Morris, 7 p.m.
Softball vs. Long Beach
State, 11 a.m., UNLV Eller
Media Classic, Las Vegas,
Nev.
Softball vs. Pittsburgh, 1:15
p.m., UNLV Eller Media
Classic, Las Vegas, Nev.

See PRESSURE,

▼

Baseball vs. Purdue, 1 p.m.,
Nick Denes Field
Women’s tennis vs.
Tennessee State, 2 p.m.
Men’s tennis vs. Tennessee
State, 1 p.m.
-Softball vs. California, 1:15
p.m., UNLV Eller Media
Classic, Las Vegas, Nev.

CONTACT
Sports Editor
DAVID HARTEN:
sports@chherald.com
Photo Editor
LIBBY ISENHOWER:
photo@chherald.com

8A

Tops reap
benefits
from bench
ANDREW ROBINSON
Herald reporter
Western played last night in the
heart of the Major League Baseball
Grapefruit spring training league.
They benefited from a great relief
effort.
For the second game in a row,
Western’s starting backcourt was
slowed down, but the bench picked
up the slack, scoring 28 points led by
sophomore guard A.J. Slaughter’s 12
points.
The Toppers (23-6, 15-2 Sun
Belt Conference East) beat Florida
International (9-18, 6-11 Sun Belt East)
69-54 in front of virtually an empty
house at Pharmed Arena in Miami, giving Western its sixth consecutive road
win this season.
See BENCH,

Sunday

page

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Softball players a hit with Big Brothers Big Sisters

Women’s tennis vs. Robert
Morris, 1 p.m.

When Western’s swim team competes in the Sun Belt Conference championships Feb. 28-March 1, its focus
won’t be entirely on the members of its
own conference.
In addition to the seven men’s and
six women’s teams from the Sun Belt
that are participating in this weekend’s competition, four Mid-American
Conference schools will enter the pool
at the Tracy Caulkins Aquatics Center
in Nashville as well.
MAC members Miami (Ohio),
Buffalo, Eastern Michigan, and Ball
State will be competing for their own
conference championship, but they will
swim in the same events as the Sun Belt
teams.

page
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BASEBALL

JuCo players help
boost Tops’ roster

is a grind and you have to go out
and play every day.”
Paxson spent one year at
Experience comes in a vari- Walters State where he helped
ety of ways for Western.
the Senators win the Junior
There are nine
College World
junior
college
Series championtransfers currently
ship in 2006.
on the roster, and
In his first seamost of them have
son at Western,
already had sucPaxson had a
cess here on the
.318 batting averHill.
age against Sun
“Obviously
Belt teams, the
it’s a big differsecond highest on
ence from JuCo
the team.
to Division I,”
Senior
outjunior catcher J.B.
fielder
Scott
Paxson, a junior
Kaskie, another
— J.B. Paxson junior college
college
transfer from Walters
from
Junior catcher transfer
State, said. “The
Iowa
Western
biggest thing that the success at Community College, also played
(that level) taught me was that it in the 2006 Junior College
RYAN CAREY
Herald reporter

“The biggest thing
that the success
at (that level)
taught me was
that it is a grind
and you have to
go out and play
every day.”

LUKE SHARRETT/Herald

Sophomore catcher J.B. Paxson laughs as the Toppers prepare for warm-ups in a pre-practice
huddle. Western faces off against Purdue at home at 3 p.m. tomorrow.
World Series helping lead his
team to a third-place finish.
Kaskie finished last season
with the Toppers with a .319
batting average, 68 hits and a
team-high 15 stolen bases.
Looking back on his junior
college experience, Kaskie has
no regrets.

“I thought that was the best
fit for me,” he said. “Coming
out of high school, didn’t
think that I was good enough
to play Division I (baseball)
anyways, so honing my skills
at a junior college was the best
fit for me.”
There really isn’t a set way

to find the right kind of players, coach Chris Finwood said.
He mostly goes by how the
players interact and talk face
to face as well as talking to
former coaches that the player
has played for and against.
See BOOSTS,

page
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▼

INSIDE
‘Sweet
Charity’

▼

A preview of the up-coming
musical from the theatre
and music departments.
page 2B

Diversions
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Western Kentucky University
Bowling Green, Kentucky

www.wkuherald.com

Western rooms

▼

A story of some Western
fans’ expression of dedication with home decor.
page 5B

Big Red’s
Ballroom

Students can foxtrot and
waltz with a new student
club focused on ballroom
dancing. page 3B

QUOTABLE

‘‘

Info
rma
tion
from
JillR
ose
berr
y

“It was time for us to do a
big, fun musical. Let me tell
you, this is a big one. It’s a
musical that has everything
you want. There are tons of
dancing, lots of memorable
songs and a story that
ranges from farcical comedy and dramatic twists.
We want this show to be
something that can’t be
missed this year.”
David Young
director of “Sweet Charity”
page 2B

“Since the war, lately, I
think people want to hear
about pop culture to escape
the real things going on. It
makes money, so I know as
long as people buy it, the
media will keep telling it.”

‘‘

Scottie Ellis
Henderson freshman
page 8B

CONTACT
Feature Editor
NINA BOSKEN
Assistant Photo Editor
JOY LEWIS
(270) 745-6291

JILL ERWIN
Herald reporter
Student activism is the work
done by students to effect
change on political issues.
It is nothing new to Western,
a school that’s seen many demonstrations on campus about
various issues throughout its
history, mainly concerning the
Vietnam war.
Several hundred Western
students set up protests on
campus to speak out against
the death of students from
Kent State University in 1970.
They also had a large protest to express their opinions
about government activities in
Vietnam and Cambodia.
On campus, students have
debated many issues and asked
for them to be changed, including a protest of a no “neck-

ing” rule placed on students
in campus housing in 1963.
Students were also outraged
when women who were sunbathing couldn’t talk to boys.
But now, several groups of
students are making change by
forming new activism-based
groups that focus on recent
issues.
The four newest groups,
Americans for Informed
Democracy, Students Against
Monotony, Invisible Children
and Social Justice are planning
events around campus to bring
change and information to college students.
Last semester, the groups
were formed in hopes to bring
more cultural knowledge and
diversity to campus, said
Louisville sophomore Kristen
Houser, founder of Students
Against Monotony.

“We wanted to see more
activities on campus that will
enrich WKU by having students interact with groups to
make the community more
aware,” Houser said.
Matt Vaughan, a freshman from Mexico, Mo., said
he hopes the trend for more
active students becomes just as
passionate as when protesters
started voicing concerns during
the civil rights movement.
“This is our civil rights movement,” said Vaughan. “This is
our generation taking action for
what they believe. We can show
the world that our generation
are global citizens and we can
affect public policy.”
Vaughan hopes the groups
generate a sort of movement
that can raise awareness of
global issues, like AIDS and
poverty. But with the resources

that students have access to
today, it’ll be a much different
dynamic than the more radical
times, he said.
“We have more ways to
access voices, through e-mails
and not protests or demonstrations,” he said. “There are more
ways to research issues and get
people to join the cause.”
Charley Pride, director of
student activities and organizations, has high hopes for the
new group of students who
show interest in outside issues.
“I hope these groups have
a long-term system that will
keep certain groups of students
involved in ways to keep interest in improving issues,” Pride
said.
Pride said Western will help
provide support for each group
by allowing proper facilities
to hold meetings and giving

out available money for basic
upkeep.
Houser wants to bring
awareness for major global
issues by blending several different social aspects that will
keep the interests of students.
“I really hope to blend social
aspects and community activities that have a purpose to help
teach others about important
issues,” Houser said.
While individually, the
groups have their own agendas,
the main goal of many of the
groups is to work together and
form what is called a “community of sorts” Vaughan said.
Each group is preparing
several events for the Spring
semester that will help the
main goal.
Reach Jill Erwin at
news@chherald.com
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Departments collaborate on ‘vibrant’ musical
JILL ERWIN
Herald reporter
Charity Hope Valentine’s
boyfriend leaves her in the
middle of Central Park in New
York City. She meets a handsome, Italian celebrity along
the way, but he has a serious
girlfriend. Her heart is broken
many times until she meets a
paranoid tax accountant who
knocks her off her feet. And all
the drama in between can be
seen tonight.
In the musical “Sweet
Charity,” of course.
The musical will take place
at 8 p.m. from Feb. 28-March
4, except on March 3, when
there is a performance at 3 p.m.
The show is in Russell Miller
Theatre in the fine arts center.
A cast of 29 actors and 60-80
production crew members have
worked for the past few months
to bring the Broadway show to
Western.
Associate Theater Professor
David Young, the show’s
director, estimated an average of 120 hours of practice
and preparation have been
put in for the production so
far. Young, who bought the
rights to the show for more
than $2,000, wanted to bring a
lively musical to campus. The
theatre and dance department
is co-producing the musical
with the music department.
“It was time for us to do
a big, fun musical,” Young
said. “Let me tell you, this
is a big one. It’s a musical
that has everything you want.
There are tons of dancing,
lots of memorable songs and
a story that ranges from farcical comedy and dramatic
twists. We want this show to
be something that can’t be
missed this year.”
The show has been performed

BRIANA SCROGGINS/Herald

Bowling Green senior Bronson Murphy plays the character Oscar Lindquist in the musical “Sweet Charity.” “Oscar is not my usual
role,” Murphy said. “ I had to try something different. I usually play more romantic, songy roles, not this neurotic.” In this scene, Charity,
played by Lindsay Crabtree, a senior from Dayton, Ohio, and Oscar have just been trapped in an elevator. The stage background holds
the orchestra waiting for their next song.
more than 1,256 times and was
adapted into a film in 1969,
starring Shirley MacLaine.
Recently, the show was brought
to Broadway with Christina
Applegate in the starring role.
Lindsay Crabtree, a senior
from Dayton, Ohio and the
actress playing Charity, is excited and honored to play a character who’s been so loved by
many since the musical opened
in 1966. She was chosen out of
six women called back after the
main audition.

“I’ve been pushing for a
musical since I’ve been here,”
Crabtree said. “I am really proud
to be a part of such a vibrant and
happy show.”
Crabtree said the musical is
relevant to many Western students because the overall theme
of it centers on “keeping your
hope alive.”
“Students should be interested in this musical,” she said.
“Everyone can relate to being let
down or heartbroken. It teaches
us to just keep on going.”

Bowling Green senior
Bronson Murphy, who plays
Oscar Lindquist, the antsy tax
accountant and Charity’s love
interest, said the play is exciting
and lively with the backdrop of
the colorful 1960s enhancing
the drama.
“It is a fun production
that will leave the audience
laughing,” Murphy said. “It
will keep the audience entertained, but the catch is you
think you know what’s going
to happen, but in the end

there is a major twist. That’s
the best reason for students
to come see this play.”
The production overall cost
the departments an estimated
$10,000 to recreate. More than
100 costumes were made, totaling to at least $4,000.
Tickets will be sold at the
box office for $10 and may be
reserved in advance by calling
the ticket office at 745-3121.
Reach Jill Erwin
at chherald@diversions.com.

I M A G E W E S T

OPEN HOUSE
Drop-kick coffee

Blackbelt demos

Kung-fu fun

Wednesday,
March 5th
9am-4pm
n

*



Award Winning
Internships
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(UP TO 6 TICKETS)

an Adult Platinum or
VIP Graceland Tour
Offer Expires May 21, 2008 | Code: SB08

Not to be combined with any other ticket discounts or offers and not
valid on previous purchases. When purchasing tickets online, please
select the ticket option for the $3.00 discount coupon. All tickets
must be purchased in one transaction. Coupon must be presented
at Graceland when picking up or purchasing tickets.
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The Only Student-run Advertising and Public Relations Agency in the Nation
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In France, fashion prevails
even in the classroom
En français,
s’il vous plaît
Christina Howerton

Paris is considered the fashion capital of the world. All
the best and most well-known
designers debut their collections
there.
It’s also considered the fashion capital because Parisians
marchent dans le rue à la mode,
or walk the streets in style.
But, I’ve noticed it isn’t just
the Parisians who gush with
style.
When the French get dressed,
they get dressed.
They’re chic and stylish,
from their hats to their shoes
and to their bags.
French university students
would never wear sweatpants
or baggy T-shirts to class.
It’s unheard of.
The students are the best
dressed people in Dijon.
Sweats and T-shirts get
boring, so the French give me
something interesting to look at
and try on.
The popular style for women
is skinny jeans, flats or leather
boots or a neutral-colored dress
or skirt. Opaque tights in any
color complete the look.
U.S. fashion magazines say
skinny jeans are out of style and
unflattering.
But I choose to believe the
Paris Vogue because it’s written in the fashion capital of
the world. French women prove
that they can be flattering if

CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK

they fit right and are paired with
the right shoes.
I have yet to see a French
woman in boots with fur, like
the ones everyone wears in the
States. Apparently, those boots
were in a few years ago here.
I bought some gray, slouchy
pleather boots
a few weeks
ago (they were
a steal at about
$45) and I’m in
love with them.
They go with
everything.
But they still
come in second
to my UGG
boots. They’re
comfortable and
can be dressed
down or up. I
don’t think I’d give them up, no
matter if they did go out of style
in the United States.
French fashion is less trendy
than American fashion. It isn’t
cool to wear a trend in the States
after it goes out of style. But the
French wear what they like.
I haven’t been here long, but
I get the feeling it will never be
taboo to wear skinny jeans.
I’m loving that aspect of
French fashion. My goal is to
try as many different outfits as
I can here that I can’t pull off in
the States.
For example, you can’t wear

white after Labor Day, right?
Nope. I’ve seen several
women here wearing white
pants. But they look good. I’d
never be brave enough to try
that at home, but I bought some
from H&M this weekend for
about $24 and I can’t wait to
wear them. With black patentleather pumps and a neutral top
they look very chic.
French women also wear
shorts in the middle of winter.
They pair dressy, tweed shorts
with tights and
ankle or knee
length boots.
It’s cute, but
they have to be
freezing.
The aspect
of French fashion I’m not sure
about is matching. I usually try
to match everything I wear
with something
else I’m wearing
by either color or fabric.
It’s the American way.
But, you’ll never see a French
woman with a bag that matches
her shoes and jewelry.
They even wear black with
brown. I’m hesitant since I’m
usually against mixing neutrals.
But when in France, do as
the French do.

The popular style
for women is skinny
jeans, flats or leather
boots or a neutralcolored dress
or skirt. Opaque
tights in any color
complete the look.

NAT’S BLOCKBUSTER
CLEARANCE SALE
A sale SO BIG ,
it can’t be held at Nat’s!
FOUR DAYS ONLY!
Thursday & Friday - 10 am - 8 pm • Saturday - 10 am - 6 pm • Sunday - 12 pm - 5 pm

50 -70
%

%

OFF

En français, s’il vous plaît is an
occasional column about one
student’s study abroad experience in Dijon, France. Reach
Christina Howerton at diversions@chherald.com.
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Club teaches students
basic ballroom dance skills
RYAN FRANKLIN
Herald reporter
Emily Eisenbrey was discontent with the lack of places
to ballroom dance in Bowling
Green.
The Louisville freshman has
been dancing for two years.
She desired a place where
students and faculty could
dance, have fun and perhaps
escape the toil of books and
classrooms for a while.
Her solution was simple: organize a ballroom dancing club.
With the help of her friends,
Eisenbrey developed Big Red’s
Ballroom.
Eisenbrey wants to teach
dances to others so they might
share her love of the pastime.
Her group feels that they’ve
attracted interest in the club
already. The number of men
eager to join surprised Eisenbrey
and the other club officers.
Members of the organization said that anyone can and
should join. Even Academy of
Math and Science students are
allowed to join, they said.
“You don’t have to know
anything,” said Gretchen Bies, a
freshman from Evansville, Ind.
Even though it takes two to
tango, one can come alone.
“You don’t need a partner,”
said Kayla Tyson, a freshman
from Dickson, Tenn.
Dance partners will rotate
during club meetings, which the
members insist is a positive way

LE
BLOCKBUSTER SA

to help everyone meet.
Beers agrees and hopes more
“It’s kind of like a singles people who are passionate about
club,” Bies said.
ballroom dancing join the club.
Park Hills freshman Amanda
The ballroom club doesn’t
Beers said beginners shouldn’t stress formality when it comes
be timid.
to dress.
“Everyone will be here to
Eisenbrey said that women
help you,” she said.
should wear heels only if they’re
Ballroom is different than comfortable in them. Everyone
other types of dance in that just should wear their most comfortabout everyone
able clothes, she
can learn how to
said.
do it, Eisenbrey
By the end
said.
of the year, the
The ballroom
ballroom club
club meets on
hopes to host a
Monday nights
themed dance
in the Garrett
where members
Ballroom from
can display what
7-8 p.m.
— Kayla Tyson they’ve learned.
Meetings
Club memDickson, Tenn. freshman
begin
with
bership is free.
the
teaching
The only costs
of basic dance steps for each come from hosting charity
kind of ballroom dance. Two or events and the purchasing of
three consecutive meetings will the club’s T-shirts, and perhaps
focus on the steps to a particular the end of semester dance.
dance.
Anyone can check out
Students will learn dances the ballroom club’s page on
such as the foxtrot, the cha-cha, Facebook under the name Big
the waltz and the rumba, all the Red’s Ballroom.
way up to intermediate dance
“I hope it’s a place where
steps.
people can come and have fun
Eisenbrey said that though and forget about school for an
she will be the primary teacher hour,” Tyson said.
of dance steps, she accepts club
Eisenbrey encourages everymembers with ballroom experi- one to get involved.
ence who can supplement her
“Come and try,” Eisenbrey
teaching.
said, “You’ll never know until
Bies said she hopes that once you try.”
people learn the dances, it’ll
almost become a small dance Reach Ryan Franklin
club.
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Don’t miss Nat’s Outdoor Sports Blockbuster Winter
Clearance Sale this week in the old Blockbuster Video
next to Rafferty’s on Scottsville Road.

“I hope it’s a place
where people can
come and have fun
and forget about
school for an hour.”

Brands such as:
• Columbia • North Face • Patagonia
• Smartwool • Spyder • Asics
• Saucony • Life Is Good
• Mountain Hardwear • New Balance

In Hartland on Scottsville Road • 1121 Wilkinson Trace
270-842-6211
www.natsoutdoor.com
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PHOTOS BY ALTON STRuPP

(Top right) While Martha Lloyd’s entire
home is somewhat Western themed, one
room stands apart from the rest of the
house. “It’s a museum. A memory room,”
Lloyd said. Lloyd adds to the room every
year and said that the whole house is truly
an ongoing project. “I guess it will stop
when I die. I’ve even got a Western blanket
to go on my casket,” she said.
(Far right) Lloyd walks through the ticket
line at Diddle Arena on Feb. 23 on her way
to watch the men’s basketball team take on
Louisiana-Monroe. Lloyd has had season
tickets to the men’s and women’s games for
years. “I’ve had men’s tickets since 1974 and
women’s season tickets since 1982,” she said.
(Right) Lloyd clasps her hands in front of
her face on Feb. 21 as the Topper men’s
basketball team took on the University
of South Alabama at Diddle Arena. The
Jaguars went on to beat the Toppers 69-64
despite a late Topper charge.
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“I think the ‘Western Spirit’
is alive and it is the desire
to be the best at whatever
you choose to do.”
— Martha Lloyd, Western fan —

decorating
with

pride

(Above left) Martha Lloyd has a moment of panic during the Lady
Topper basketball team’s game against the University of South
Alabama Jaguars on Feb. 20. Lloyd wears her love for Western
athletics for all to see during the games. “I get a little excited at
the basketball games,” she said. After the games Lloyd says that
she will stay high strung for hours. “I have to have a long cool
down period,” she said. “That’s what is good about the drive home
when I drive back to Radcliff.”
(Above) Lloyd cheers on the Lady Toppers as senior forward Crystal
Kelly breaks the single-game scoring record on the night her jersey
was retired. “I think the ‘Western Spirit’ is alive and it is the desire
to be the best at whatever you choose to do,” Lloyd said.

STORY BY RANDALL REARDEN

There is always a space or room in
everyone’s home that they just don’t know
what to do with. Turn it into a game room?
No, turn it into a lounge. Wait, what about
an exercise room? Another guest bedroom?
Kids’ play room?
These questions run through the heads
of many. But some people involved with
Western and the community had other ideas.
These people decided to construct a
theme room. Not just any theme room, but
a room that from top to bottom is covered in
decorations and relics of Western.
“We are just trying to convey Big Red
spirit,” Randy Schocke said.
Schocke is a former Western student
and a retiree of the Bowling Green Police
Department. He and his wife Vallory have
been collecting pieces for years, but didn’t
start putting the room together until April
2006.
He said everyone thinks it is really cool.
Schocke had students from Western paint
his room into the masterpiece that it is
today. The item featured in the room is a
hand-painted Big Red.
His room also is a fully functional entertainment environment. There’s a television,
but the room is also used for board games
and hosting company.
“My wife calls it the man cave,” Schocke
said.
Western graduates Rod and Eva
Hutcheson have their own take on their
Western room. They collected memorabilia
over the years to get to the point of decora-

tion mastery. They got some of their relics death of her father. This game was senior
at an auction from a woman’s husband who day in 1997 when the Toppers took on
passed away.
Morehead State University.
Intricately painted on their wall are leg“If I had a husband, I think the first time
ends of the Hill. First, there is former coach he told me I couldn’t go to a game, it would
E.A. Diddle, then former football player be over,” she said.
and coach Jimmy Feix and former Lady
She said that her collection gets added
Topper basketball star Lilly Mason. On top to every year, and it is an ongoing process.
of that, circling the room are
Lloyd said that you can’t put
the words of Western’s fight
a time limit on things like
song.
that.
Eva Hutcheson said their
She doesn’t use her room
masterpiece of a wall has
for anything. She said it’s
inspired some people. Others
like a museum, a room full
have said its a great place to
of memories.
watch the game.
Her favorite item in the
“People think we’re
room is a button. The unique
crazy,” she said, laughing.
thing about this button is
Their favorite item
what’s written on it. It reads,
— Martha Lloyd “Western is The University of
in the room is a WesternWestern fan Kentucky.” It was given to her
themed popcorn bowl. Eva
Hutcheson painted it herself
by a friend in an alumni group.
in 2004 as a gift for Rod.
Ironically, her friend lives in Lexington.
Mostly the room is used for entertainAlso, Lloyd said that she really enjoys
ment such as television watching, especially items she got when Western won the 2002
when the Hilltoppers are on. Their children Division I-AA National Championship. She
and their friends play Xbox there. Relatives is also waiting for that first bowl win and
also use it as sleeping quarters.
the memorabilia from that.
“I haven’t got frustrated at any point
But as for now, these individuals will
with it,” Hutcheson finalized.
keep collecting and showing their stuff.
Western graduate Martha Lloyd has been
“I have people come to the house just to
very active in Western life and has a room see the room. They always say, ‘I’ve heard
dedicated to it.
about it. I want to see it,’” Loyd said.
She became a Western fan as soon as
she set foot on campus, and has only missed Reach Randall Rearden
one home game since 1968, because of the at diversions@chherald.com.

The sun is
about to rise.

“If I had a husband,
I think the first
time he told me I
couldn’t go to a
game, it would be
over.”

OPENiNg sOON

1680 Campbell Lane
Next to Barnes & Noble and Staples

UNlimitEd

taNNiNg

Cutting-Edge Beds • Knowledgeable Staff
Inviting Environment • Money-Saving Memberships
• Some restrictions apply.

suntancity.com
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Must Purchase 3 Pizzas • Offer Expires 6-30-08
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Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area.
Delivery charge may apply.
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full-time
all the

PHOTOS BY CODY DUTY

‘‘

It’s really hard. I worked all day,
then I go and pick the kids up from daycare.
I have to go to Owensboro to pick up my daughter.
I just get frustrated.

‘‘
(Top left) Studying for a biology exam, Samantha Roach yawns while her daughter, Ella Bean, plays
with her notes from another class. “I’ve got to pass this exam,” Roach said. “If I don’t, I’ll take it
again.”
(Top right) Roach is a full-time single mother, full-time student and part-time employee. She’s pursuing a degree in psychology and sociology while raising her three daughters.
(Right, second from top) Tired from a long day, Roach sits with her daughter, Celestine (left) and Ella
Bean (right) at the Women, Infants and Children office in Bowling Green. “It’s really hard,” Roach
said. “I worked all day, then I go and pick the kids up from daycare. I have to go to Owensboro to pick
up my daughter. I just get frustrated.”
(Right, third from top) Taking a moment to rest, Roach waits as her daughter, Mattie, puts on her
shoes. “Ughhh, put on your shoes,” Roach said. “Oh, you guys.”
(Bottom right) Having a playful moment, Roach kisses her daughter, Ella Bean. “This is why I don’t
get anything done,” Roach said. “I love to play with my kids. Love it.”
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The variation of sunlight in the
winter as well as inclement
weather are cited as causes of
depression.

TURNS OUT,

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MARY POWERS/Herald

Winter weather can cause
depressive disorder in some
ERIC ISBELL
Herald reporter
In the winter in Kentucky
Mother Nature tends to throw
in the unexpected, ranging anywhere from blizzards to flash
flooding, and even the occasional January tornado.
What people don’t normally
associate with these months is
mental illnesses, such as seasonal affective disorder.
Seasonal affective disorder
is a mental disorder commonly
caused by a change of the seasons.
SAD has nicknames such as
cabin fever, the blues and down
in the dumps.
According to Psychology
Professor William Pfohl, SAD
is one of the categories of
depression. It affects 5-8 percent of the general adult population in the United States, and
can occur in both winter and
summer months.
“One of the reasons why
students could be suffering
from SAD is that they get less

sunlight due to their schedules
getting messed up,” Pfohl said.
Pfohl said that these months
are the primary causes because
sunlight varies. The summer
months have too much and
winter months don’t provide
enough.
Students who sleep in late
and go about their day during the winter solstice are more
affected. This is caused by the
time changes as well as the
earths rotation on its axis.
Symptoms for SAD are the
same symptoms as depression,
but are centered around the
months of November through
April, when the days are shorter.
Paducah freshman Landon
Baker has had a history with
depression.
Baker said he was diagnosed
with depression in about eighth
or ninth grade because of family
problems.
“It wasn’t a big thing, but it
leaves its marks and scars still,”
he said.
Baker said he thinks seasonal depression could affect

him, but he hasn’t really noticed
it before.
The active routine that Baker
has enables him to get the minimum of 30 minutes of sunshine
that is recommended daily.
Owensboro senior Melanie
Saalwaechter said she thinks a
lot of problems with depression
are caused by the effects of cold
and confinement.
“I think that people being
cooped up because of the
weather, the icy roads and such,
could cause some problems for
people,” said Saalwaechter.
Pfohl said one of the most
common treatments for this disorder is light therapy. People
can purchase specialty lamps
to help them bring a balance
back to their bodies. The lamp
enables the production of the
necessary proteins and vitamins.
He says that 30 minutes of sunlight a day should be plenty.
Inclement weather is also a
factor for students.
Saalwaechter said that she
hasn’t been able to get together with classmates to work on

group projects, which is stressful for her.
Saalwaechter also thinks the
holiday season hype could possibly affect how people react to
stress.
Louisville senior Michael
Ferguson is in agreement with
Saalwaechter.
Ferguson said that loneliness and family could have
an impact on the possibility of
depression.
“Family has a lot to do with
the seasonal depression because
they are your main support,”
he said.
Baker said he believes everyone has been depressed at least
one point in their life.
“I guess everybody has signs
of depression,” he said. “It’s
just a phase of life I suppose.”
Yet not everyone is diagnosed as being depressed, Baker
said. It’s just hard to find people
who have continual periods of
depression.
Reach Eric Isbell
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Folk studies major highlights
cultural traditions, beliefs
RANDALL REARDEN
Herald reporter
Out of all the areas of study
in the world, many topics and
issues are discovered, studied
and eventually taught. Since the
beginning of time, one subject
of study has everyone stumped,
but at the same time, learning so
much more.
Folk studies is the study of
people and their traditions, customs and beliefs. Western students are investing their time
into learning how to interact
with different cultures and
impact the community.
Scottsville senior Jessica
Bonneau said that it was all
about people. She and her fellow students study social
issues, such as racism and sexism. They’ve been taught about
humans and their interactions,
and how they gain and share
knowledge. Folklore goes along
with the theme of group knowledge.
Bonneau said she didn’t even
know what folk studies was
before she declared her major.
She took a folk studies class
and finally decided to pursue
the field after changing majors
a few times. It really interested
her, she said.
Bonneau said to be fully into

the major, a person has to love
folklore. The combination of all
the fields of folk studies are all
interesting, she said.
After graduation, Bonneau
plans to continue her education
into graduate school and hopes
to earn a doctorate degree.
Professionally, she wants to
become a professor so she can
teach and conduct research.
Christine
Gilarski,
a
senior
from
Bridgeview, Ill.,
is also studying
folk studies.
She said she’s
just studying
it for fun and
plans on getting
a job as a store
manager. She
said that working in a museum
could be a possibility in the far
future.
The Folklore Club is also
active on campus. It had a
showing of “Halloween” at
the Carpenter Cabin on campus, in which movie director
John Carpenter grew up. It also
planned a trip to Louisville to
visit Waverly Hills Sanitarium,
an abandoned tuberculosis hospital.

Club members also devised
the scream-o-grams, where people received Halloween baskets
from a “grim reaper” sort of
character.
A lot is going on in the
department.
“I’m proud of it and it
does great things,” said Chris
Antonsen,
assistant professor of folk
studies.
Antonsen is
also the adviser
of the Folklore
Club. He said
it was a really
strong group.
Antonsen
said that folk
studies is a
great minor
for students in
other majors.
It gives them the tools to succeed in communication, problem solving and understanding
cultural difference.
There are many jobs in the
field. A starting salary is around
$30,000 with jobs as a professor
or a museum curator. There are
always internships available,
Antonsen said.

The Folklore Club
is also active
around campus. It
had a showing of
“Halloween” at the
Carpenter Cabin on
campus, in which
movie director John
Carpenter grew up.

Opening
at 8 am
Monday, March 3rd

Reach Randall Rearden
at diversions@chherald.com.
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Celebrity gossip
offers escape from
real-world problems
BY JILL ERWIN
Herald reporter
They complain about the
attention, yet they ride around
Hollywood without reason, as
a swarm of blinding light surrounds them while pictures are
taken.
They do strange things like
shaving their heads, doing drugs
in public and wearing outrageously skimpy outfits.
It’s love-hate.
They’re celebrities.
Most “normal” people will
never meet them. Yet there
are some people who feel they
know celebrities like Britney
Spears and Paris Hilton personally.
Who cares? Henderson freshman Scottie Ellis does. Ellis
spends at least an hour each day
keeping up with celebrities.
She knows about almost
all celebrities and their drama,
including their siblings, relationships and upcoming projects.
“It’s so embarrassing to
admit that I do love celebrity
gossip,” Ellis said. “My friends
know if they want to know anything about any celebrity, then
they can come to me and I will
tell them.”
Tiffany Del Bosco, a freshman from Columbia, Tenn.,
gets her celebrity gossip from
Ellis.
“She is always talking about
them,” Del Bosco said. “I think
it’s funny how she just ran-

domly pops it out. If you ask her
about any celebrity, she will tell
you everything about them.”
Ellis enjoys movie trivia and
pays close attention to the Oscar
nominations. When she finds
out the nominees, she rents all
the movies and keeps up with
the actors.
“I sit in Barnes & Noble and
read all the magazines,” she
said. “I can sit there for hours
and learn about celebrities. It
draws me in and creates a nasty
little habit.”
Her
obsession
with
Hollywood started when her
mom subscribed to a few celebrity magazines.
“My mom always says she
just needs a little trash in her
day, so she reads up about
celebrities,” she said.
The fascination developed
when she was “itty-bitty” and
she began to cut out pictures of
celebrities and movie advertisements.
Ellis reads People Magazine,
mostly because her mom bought
a subscription and mails it to
her while she’s at school.
Although she reads about
celebrity gossip, the majority
of her news comes from the E!
entertainment channel.
Most people read celebrity gossip like this to escape
the normal, everyday aspects
of their own lives, said Roy
Clark, vice president and senior
scholar at the Poynter Institute,
a resource center for journalists.

Mary POwers/Herald

Henderson freshman Scottie Ellis said she’s infatuated with celebrities. “I’m kind of obsessed with all of them,” Ellis said. “Matt Damon,
Tom Hanks, you name it.”

Celebrities create a “soap opera
drama” that people can return
their attention to, he said.
“I think they provide us with
targets for our hopes and frustrations,” Clark said. “We are
attracted to them because they
are above us, but then we like
to see them torn down to our
level.”
The mistakes celebrities
make also help people dream
about doing things without the
harms and consciences that the
celebrities deal with.
“Part of it is the pleasure that
comes from the vicarious experience of the high life,” he said.
“But the next morning ... we get
to party without the hangover.”
Clark said the perpetuation
of celebrity coverage is because

it’s cheaper to produce and
draws larger audiences. He said
the media’s duty is to make the
important things interesting and
dictate values.
“Our culture right now
works too hard at making interesting things sound important,”
he said.
Hazard senior Savannah
Tankersley studied hard news
journalism, but enjoys celebrity
news too. Like Ellis, Tankersley
reads celebrity magazines and
watches entertainment news
programs. Although she likes
hearing about the antics of
Spears and Hilton, she said the
coverage is getting out of control.
“I think it’s unfortunate that
we pay more attention to Paris

Hilton going to jail,” she said.
“We need to realize that there
are more important issues to
focus on, like the Iraq War
and policies the government
passed.”
Ellis knows that celebrity
obsession can go too far. She’s
begun to watch more election
coverage, but doesn’t see the
media focusing away from
Hollywood news.
“Since the war, lately, I think
people want to hear about pop
culture to escape the real things
going on,” she said. “It makes
money, so I know as long as
people buy it, the media will
keep telling it.”
Reach Jill Erwin
at diversions@chherald.com.

“Since the war,
lately, I think people
want to hear about
pop culture to escape
the real things going
on. It makes money,
so I know as long
as people buy it, the
media will keep telling it.”
— Scottie Ellis
Henderson freshman
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